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Race Information Package
12 December 2009

Onepoto Domain, Porirua Harbour
hosted by the 

Hoe Tonga Pacifica Waka Ama Association
HT W6 Regional Sprints (II) Committee: Chris Fox, Katie Townsend, Jörn Scherzer
Race director: Jörn Scherzer: joern.scherzer@gmail.com or 021-1250997
Venue
· Venue: Onepoto Domain, Porirua Harbour

· Date: Saturday 12 December 2009 (whole day)
· Distance: 250m/ 500m / 1000 / 1500m
· Categories: W6 Midget to Golden Master
Postponement
· Reserve date: Sunday 13th December 2009
· If the event is postponed due to adverse weather conditions, the race director will advise paddlers and club reps via a website notice on www.hoetonga.co.nz before Friday 11 December, 1pm.

Registrations
· All registrations are to be done online via your club representative. 

· Club reps: To register your paddlers, please go to the ‘Members Area Login’ at http://www.wakaama.co.nz/members-area/login.php.
· Entries can be viewed on www.wakaama.co.nz (go to the race notice in the race calendar). 
· Registrations close 6pm on Friday, 4 December 2009. There will be no late registrations or registrations on the day. 

· In light of a tight race schedule and the large number of paddlers in some divisions, paddlers are encouraged to register only in the division in which they have a realistic chance of performing and in which they intend to race at the National Championship.

· As a minimum two entries are needed per division for the race to be run.
Lane draw and race schedule

· The lane draw and final race schedule will be published by 9pm, Thursday, 10 December on the Hoe Tonga website at www.hoetonga.co.nz.

Important times on race day
· 6.30am – Volunteers, officials and race committee meet at Onepoto Reserve (event set-up)
· 7.40am – Volunteer and officials briefing at the registration / information caravan
· 8.00am – Sign-in for paddlers commences
· 8.45am – Karakia, race and safety briefing (all steerers must attend the race briefing)
· 9.00am to ~5pm – Racing
Volunteers
· If you are able to help on race day (either as a head official or as an assistant), please contact Chris Fox: chris.fox@vuw.ac.nz or 027-6515379.

Payment of fees

· Paddlers are expected to sign-in from 8am at the registration / information caravan and pay their race fee 
· Midget – J16: $5 per paddler

· J19  – Golden Master: $10 per paddler

· Non-affiliated clubs: $15 per paddler
· There will be no IOU. Teams in which paddlers have not paid their fee before their race commences will be disqualified.
Safety
· There will be one support boat monitoring racing. Midget and intermediate junior teams must wear personal flotation devices.
Event area

· Paddlers and clubs are to keep clear of the entrances of the rowing club and kayak club storage sheds. 
· Clubs are encouraged to provide shelter (sun, rain) for their paddlers. Please observe the event area layout and keep club tents and gazebos clear from areas that are clearly marked for official use (see event area layout as shown below).

Arrival of paddlers on race day

· Paddlers (and club reps) are to make their way to the information and registration stand to sign-in and pay their race fees.
· Paddlers (and club reps) to become familiar with race course layout, the event area, race schedule and lane draw.
W6 use
· We are grateful to the clubs at Onepoto and around Porirua Harbour for making their W6 available for this event. Paddlers are advised to treat the equipment with care and respect.
· W6 are not to be beached in the loading bay; please use the tyres provided.
Pre-race guidance

· Paddlers are to follow officials’ instructions at all times.

· When their race is called, teams are to assemble at the loading bay. Teams must not load canoes without going through the loading bay.
· Loading bay officials will advise paddlers when to load. W6 will be allocated to lanes and teams by officials in the loading bay.
· Once on the water, paddlers are to paddle directly up to the start line.

· Paddlers are to wait on the water in the vicinity of the start area for their race.
Racing

· NKOA race rules apply but protests are not permitted.

· Teams are to wear uniforms.

· 500m races will be run in a straight line. Starts will be at the far end of the race course.

· Turn races will use a 250m course with three turns (1000m) and five turns (1500m). Starts for turn races will be at the Onepoto end of the race course. 
· As a minimum two entries are needed per division for the race to be run.
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