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Policy for the selection and qualification of W1 paddlers for National Waka Ama Sprint Championship
In order to represent the Hoe Tonga region in the W1 at the National Waka Ama Sprint Championship, paddlers will have to obtain a place on the region’s W1 quota. 

The Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship is used to determine the make-up of Hoe Tonga’s quota. The placings in the final of each division will determine the top quota places. Further quota places (if applicable) are allocated depending on the time posted in the heats (or in the event of there being further B and C Finals, on the results posted in those finals).

Regional quotas are determined by NKOA. For exact regional quotas, refer to NKOA announcements. Note that the regional ranking of paddlers within the quota also determines the initial lane allocation at the National Championship.

The paddlers that medalled in the previous year’s National Championship have an automatic right to a quota place in their respective division without being required to attend the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship. However, in that case the respective paddlers will only be given the last available quota place. In order to gain the top quota place, the respective paddlers will need to attend the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship. 

If paddlers with a quota place do not intend or are unable to race at the National Championship, or alternatively agree to give up their quota place, they are to inform the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship Committee as soon as possible by sending an email to hoetonga@gmail.com. In that case paddlers on the waiting list will move up in the rankings to fill the quota.

Paddlers that have not qualified for a quota place (including those from other regions and those that have not attended the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship) may enter the regional quota via a waiting list provided there are unused quotas. The following circumstances are possible:

· There are fewer paddlers than quota places

· Paddlers with a quota place are unable to race at the Nationals, thereby forfeiting their quotas

· Paddlers agree to give up their quota places

The Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship Committee may decide to grant a quota place in extraordinary circumstances. In extraordinary circumstances, where paddlers have been unable to attend the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship, the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship Committee may grant the respective paddlers a place on the quota. However, such a decision will only be made if it can be shown that the paddlers in question are of exceptional paddling ability. The paddlers must be able to show (via training logs, and/or recent competition results) that they are deserving of a quota place. 

If a situation arises that is not covered by the above provisions, decision making power will rest with the Hoe Tonga Regional Sprint Championship Committee.
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