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Hoe Tonga Regional Waka Ama Sprint Champs 2012
8-9 December 2012
Onepoto Domain, Porirua Harbour
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Race Information
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Organising Committee: Richard Robyns, Paula Dixon, Kiri Smith, Raukawa Comerford, Jörn Scherzer
Key dates
· W6 races: Saturday, 8 December (reserve day: 15 December)
· W1 races: Sunday, 9 December (reserve day: 16 December)
· Entries close: Monday, 3 December

· Late entries close: Thursday, 7 December (subject to late fee and lane availability)
· The lane draw will be made available by Friday 7 December, 7am on www.hoetonga.co.nz
· If the event, or any one of the two days of racing, is postponed due to adverse weather conditions, Hoe Tonga will advise paddlers via www.hoetonga.co.nz before Friday 7 December, 1pm.
Entries and fees
· All entries are to be done online via your club representative. 

· Paddlers: In order to obtain a list of people that can make online entries for your club, go to http://www.wakaama.co.nz/clubs/reps   
· Club reps: To enter your paddlers, please go to the ‘Members Area Login’ at http://www.wakaama.co.nz/members-area/login.php. If your club needs access for other people, please contact admin@wakaama.co.nz
· Entries close Monday, 3 December 2012. This is to allow for the preparation of the race schedule and lane draw and to reduce time pressure on the organising committee. Late entries may be permitted until Thursday 7 December but will incur a late fee and are subject to lane availability. 
· Each team must have a unique name, but please do not use numbers in teams’ names when registering teams.

· Entries can be viewed on www.hoetonga.co.nz or www.wakaama.co.nz (go to the race notice). 
· The event is open for entries from clubs outside the region.

· Clubs will be invoiced, cash payments are not accepted. 

· There will be no refunds for withdrawals of entries after 3 December.

W6

· W6: Midget – J19: $30 per team; U23 – Master 70: $60 per team

· Fees apply to teams, regardless of who paddles in those teams.

· Late entries, after 3 December, will incur a late fee of $30 per W6 team. However, they must be authorised, in writing, by an executive officer of the respective club.

· Junior teams that also race in Open only need to pay the fee for junior teams.

· W6 teams may race in two divisions per event. For example, a Junior 16 team could race in Junior 16 W6 500m and Junior 19 W6 500m.

W1
· W1: Intermediate – J19: $5 per paddler; U23 – Master 70: $15 per paddler
· Late entries, after 3 December, will incur a late fee of $10 per paddler. However, they must be authorised, in writing, by an executive officer of the respective club.

· W1 paddlers can only race in one division per event. For example, a Junior 19 paddler could race in Open W1 500m or Junior 19 W1 500m, but not both.
· There is no extra cost for entering into the W1 250m short sprint.
Important times on race day
· 6.30am – Event set-up
· 8.00am – Sign-in (and W1 weigh-in) commences
· 8.40am – Volunteer and officials briefing at registration / information
· 8.50am – Karakia, race and safety briefing
· 9.00am to ~5pm – Racing

Volunteers

· If you are able to help on race day (either as a head official or as an assistant), please contact hoetonga@gmail.com.

Safety

· There will be two support boats monitoring racing. 
· Midget and intermediate paddlers must wear personal flotation devices.
· In case of adverse weather conditions on race day, the organising committee retains the right to stop, postpone and/or cancel races on race day. Note that organisers may be unable to refund race fees in this case.
Event area

· Paddlers and clubs are to keep gazebos clear of the entrances of the rowing club and kayak club storage sheds. 
· Clubs are encouraged to provide shelter (sun, rain) for their paddlers. Please observe the event area layout and keep club tents and gazebos clear from areas that are clearly marked for official use (see event area layout as shown below).

· Alcohol and/or drugs are not permitted on site.

Fundraising activities
· Please contact hoetonga@gmail.com if you would like to fundraise, in order to avoid competing activities.

Arrival of paddlers on race day

· Club reps are to make their way to the information and registration stand to sign-in their team, and/or to advise of withdrawals.
· Paddlers (and/or club reps) to become familiar with race course layout, the event area, race schedule and lane draw.
Pre-race guidance

· Paddlers are to follow officials’ instructions at all times.

· When their race is called, paddlers are to assemble at the loading bay. Paddlers must not load canoes without going through the loading bay.
· Loading bay officials will advise paddlers when to load. Note that for the W6 events, a shared canoe pool is used. W6 will be allocated to lanes and teams by officials in the loading bay.
· Once on the water, paddlers are to paddle directly up to the start line.

· Paddlers are to wait on the water in the vicinity of the start area for their race.
Racing

· NKOA race rules apply. Please familiarise yourself with the rules; they can be found on www.wakaama.co.nz. 

· As a minimum two entries are needed per division for the race to be run (otherwise the race may be combined with another race).
· Protests: to be made to the race director within 10 minutes of the respective event

· Penalties: For junior races only, for selected offences, a 10 second time penalty will be added to the final time instead of applying a disqualification, see NKOA race rules for details. 

· Races may be combined or shortened at the sole discretion of the organising committee.

Progression
· The event will feature heats and finals, progression will be based strictly on time, due to the limited number of lanes available, and due to the large number of races. Placings do not determine progression (eg a first place in a heat does not necessarily guarantee progression).

· Event organisers will endeavour to offer further B and C Finals, depending on the number of entries in the heats.

W6 events (Saturday, 8 December)
Events

· All W6 races will take place on Saturday, 8 December (unless postponed)

· Distance: 250 / 500m / 1000 / 1500m

· Divisions: Midget to Master 70
Club W6
· The organising committee requires at least 8 Mahi Mahi to ensure efficient racing. Clubs that make canoes available will be compensated with a fee of $30 per canoe. In addition, clubs bringing canoes from outside Porirua will be compensated for transport costs. Please contact Hoe Tonga if your club can help. 
· We are grateful to the clubs that make their W6 available for this event. Paddlers are advised to treat the equipment with utmost care and respect.
· W6 are not to be beached in the loading bay; please use the tyres provided.

Selection for Regional WT12 at Nationals 2012

· Nationals 2013 will feature a regional WT12 race for J19 and Open. (This is in addition to the club WT12 races.) Hoe Tonga will select the WT12 based on the two fastest teams in the W6 Open and J19 at the Regional Sprint Champs. The two fastest teams will combine to represent Hoe Tonga at Nationals 2013.
W1 Events (Sunday, 9 December)
Events

· All W1 races will take place on Sunday, 9 December (unless postponed)

· Distance: 250 and 500m

· Divisions: Intermediate to Master 70
· The event will also feature 250m sprint races for J19 and Open. These races are open to paddlers of other age classes, as long as they meet the requirements as per NKOA rules. The two fastest paddlers for each division will represent the region at the 250m sprint exhibition races at Nationals 2013. WHO WILL BE THE FASTEST SPRINTER!?

· PARA W1 500m: We encourage entries for this event. 

Selection and qualification for W1 at Nationals 2013 (500m)
· Please read the selection policy, available on the Hoe Tonga website under RESOURCES > POLICIES AND GUIDANCE; or on the web at https://docs.google.com/open?id=0B05pwpKKFJ3HRGlyeGM4dGJqajA
W1 requirements
· Paddlers must arrange for their own W1. Paddlers should NOT assume that they will be able to use other paddlers’ W1 on race day.
· All W1 used for the event must be weighed before racing commences. The legal minimum weight is 16kg (including ama and kiato). Weighing of W1 will take place between 8am and 9am. Late arrivals may not be accepted for weigh-in after 9am. Paddlers are to arrange for their own weights should they be required.
· All W1 must have lane number holders, as per NKOA race rules. A limited number can be obtained from the registration desk, for a cold coin donation.
Race course layout and ‘traffic rules’
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Event area layout for W6
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Event area layout for W1
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